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Consent Item Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – September 2018 

ACTION ITEM 

Sponsor: Alan Sorum and POVTS committee 
Project number and name or topic: 6531 - Weather Buoy Demonstration 

1. Description of agenda item: This agenda item seeks Board acceptance of the
final report for project 6531 - Weather Buoy Demonstration.

For this project, the POVTS committee worked with the Prince William Sound Science 
Center (PWSSC) to install a weather buoy near Naked Island. The purpose of this 
project was to collect data from the buoy to be compared to the West Orca Bay buoy, 
using resources of the Alaska Experimental Forecast Facility. The buoy was to be 
capable of transmitting real-time weather data to AIS-equipped vessels and would have 
been capable of being serviced by fishing vessels. 

2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: An accurate understanding of
weather in the tanker lanes is necessary to maintain the safe transportation of oil
through Prince William Sound. The hope was that adding another buoy inside Prince
William Sound, in the path of weather coming through the Entrance, would provide
additional context to the wind and sea states encountered by tankers and SERVS
vessels. Furthermore, weather buoys in Prince William Sound and near the Entrance
have been notoriously difficult to maintain; this buoy would have been more easily
accessible for maintenance via conventional commercial fishing vessels.

Additionally, one of the responsibilities the Council is charged with under the Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990 is to “Study wind and water currents and other environmental 
factors in the vicinity of the terminal facilities which may affect the ability to prevent, 
respond to, contain, and clean up an oil spill.” 

3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item:
Meeting Date Action 
Board 9/15 Approved a $101,850 budget modification in the FY2016 budget from the 

contingency fund to the Weather Buoy Demonstration Project and 
delegated contracting authority for the project to the Executive Director. 

4. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: Numerous challenges
impacted this project, including difficulty with permitting, an overly ambitious
timeline, and inoperative or otherwise faulty parts, resulting in several delays.
Ultimately, only days after deployment, the buoy was catastrophically damaged. The
contractor believes that one of the pins holding the buoy’s tower to its hull either
broke or was lost, allowing the tower to bend the remaining pins, which resulted in the
tower falling into the water. This further resulted in a hole being ripped into the buoy’s
hull, allowing seawater to enter the space and compromise the electronics inside.

The buoy’s tower, including the electronics housed therein, was lost at sea and the hull 
and bulkhead were brought back to PWSSC in Cordova. The hull, bulkhead, batteries, 
ADCP current meter, and accelerometer can be repaired and reused. 

5. Committee Recommendation: The POVTS Committee recommends acceptance
of this final project report.
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6. Relationship to LRP and Budget: This work falls under Project 6530 - Weather 
Data and Sea Currents is in the approved budget and annual work plan.  
 

6530--Weather Data/Sea Currents  
As of August 14, 2018  

  
FY-2019 Budget $18,900.00  
Actual + Commitments $690.50  

  
Amount Remaining $18,209.50  

 
7. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: Accept the report titled “Final 
Report: PWSRCAC Contract 6531.16.01, Weather Buoy Demonstration Project,” by Rob 
Campbell, Prince William Sound Science Center. 
 
8. Alternatives: None recommended. 
 
9. Attachments: Final Report: PWSRCAC Contract 6531.16.01, Weather Buoy 
Demonstration Project, Rob Campbell, Prince William Sound Science Center 
 
 


